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                        Lodi Literacy Strategy
Setting a Purpose


In order to read effectively, it is necessary for you to set a purpose and know why you are reading. 

1. The teacher may tell you his/her purpose for any given reading. However if they do not, it is your job to set the purpose, inquire, or guess what the purpose may be. Examples include:

· Read to find out why….
· While you are reading, keep a list of….
· As you read, find answers to these specific questions….
· After making predictions, read to find evidence to support or refute your predictions.
2. Record you own purpose for reading and keep that in mind and continue to make connections while reading. Examples include:

· Reading for background knowledge on…
· Reading for information (to learn new information) While you are reading, keep a list of….
· Reading to perform a task (directions)
· Reading to support my claim that…
3. After reading, fill in what you think the author’s purpose was. Examples include:

· To explain/inform (Expository)…
· To convince/persuade (Persuasive)…
· To instruct/tell how (Technical)…
· To entertain (Narrative)…
Setting a Purpose: Chemistry Example

	Teacher’s Purpose 

(Why did the teacher pick this selection to be read?)
	Author’s Purpose

(Why did the author write this selection?)
	My Purpose 

(Why am I choosing to read this selection?)

	Write the net ionic equation for the reaction between strontium nitrate and sodium sulfate. List the spectator ions for this reaction. 
	Reading for information to explain complex ideas: compounds in aqueous solution.
	Reading to give me background knowledge on reactions and how to write ionic equations.


Setting a Purpose for Reading: _______________________________

	Teacher’s Purpose 
	Author’s Purpose
	My Purpose 

	
	
	



Before/During Reading








Adapted from http://www.ohiorc.org/adlit/strategy/

