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Lodi Literacy Strategy

Text Coding
Proficient readers carry on an internal monologue while they read.  Did you know proficient readers have split personalities?  One personality is hard at work with the task at hand—reading an article for instance.  The second personality works in the background, directing and evaluating all the cognitive activities needed to learn successfully: making connections, posing questions, determining importance, and synthesizing understanding. This inner voice may say, “Wait, I didn’t get that.” or “This stuff really looks important.”  Researchers call this process metacognition—the ability to think about one’s own thinking and monitor comprehension.
Text Coding Abbreviations

	F
	Factual
	“This is a fact…”
	To signify logic-based evidence, including dates, statistics, facts, etc.

	C
	Credibility
	“I can trust this because…”
	To signify a credible source whose reliability is verified by educational/ professional background, etc.

	E
	Emotion
	“This makes me feel…”
	To signify an appeal to emotions including personal stories/quotes, hypothetical situations, etc.

	Q
	Question
	“I wonder…”
	To signify a question that occurred during reading.

	I
	Inference
	“I figured out that…”
	To signify making an inference, such as a prediction or interpretation.

	?
	HELP
	“I don’t understand…”
	To signify a segment that is confusing or doesn’t make sense.

	!
	Important
	“This is interesting/important…”
	To signify something that particularly intrigued you.

	+
	Positive Support
	“This proves my position…”
	To signify something in the article that supports your position.

	_
	Negative Support
	“This argues against my position…”
	To signify something in the article that argues against your position.


Now let’s read an article and text-code together…

· Pay attention to your metacognition (your inner voice) as you read. 

· Think of the author’s message; why did the author write this?  What were the main points?

· Write the text-code next to the text where it applies. 

· This strategy helps you summarize material in your own words which will help you remember and understand the material better.
During/After Reading

Adapted from: Classroom Strategies for Interactive Learning by Doug Buehl


